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Subject:the inscription
Date: Thu, 9 Nov 200019:24:08 -0500 (EST)

From:vrnair@sas.uQenn.edu (Victor Mair)
To: hiebert@sas.upenn.edu (Fredrik T. Hiebert)

CC: vrnair@sas.uQenn.edu (Victor Mair)

Hi Fred,

Either because of the date or the form of the letters, mostly the latter,
I have determined that your Anau inscription is not:

proto-Elamite
Egyptian
cuneiform
Harappan (proto-Indian)
Sinaitic
Linear A or B
South Semi ti.c
North or Northwest Semitic
Iberian, Punic
Chinese
Phoenician
Ugaritic
Cretan
Old European
Runic
Aramaic
Hittite
African

As to what script(s) the Anau inscription IS related, by a process of
elimination, I have narrowed it down to a particular group that often
escapes the attention of researchers. Furthermore, this is a group of
scripts that, after working on the evolution of writing for about 20
years, I would have expected to be pertinent for any evidence of writing
at Anau. Before proceeding further, however, I need to know how (and
when) you plan to make any detailed information I might supply you
available to the scholarly world.

In any event, to do a thorough job on this inscription, I'd need to spend
at least another month (while I'm doing lots of other things, of course}.

Victor

--

*********************************************************************
Victor H. Mair Dept. of Asian & Middle Eastern Studies
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6305
USA

Tel.:
Fax.:
e-rnail:

215-898-8432
215-573-9617

vmair@sas.upenn.edu (read once or twice a week)
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