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The Development of Complexity in Prehistoric Northern China'

Sarah M. Nelson
University of Denver

Far to the north of the Central Plain of China (the Zhongyuan), in Liaoning province and
Inner Mongolia, nearly two millennia before the florescence of the Shang dynasty, a complex
society known as the Hongshan culture arose, with a mixed economy of herding and agriculture.
Some two dozen major sites are known, along with many smaller ones, spread over about
100,000 square kilometers (Fig. 1). Hongshan presents a puzzle for Chinese archaeologists
because of its amalgam of non-Chinese traits (for example nude female figurines and the
"Goddess Temple" featuring over-life-sized statues of women) with some early manifestations
of such quintessentially Chinese characteristcs as round and square outdoor platforms for altars,
the use of jade for emblems of power, and possibly dragon iconography (Guo, in press).

For western archaeologists the puzzle is of a different kind - how to understand the
creation of complexity in this unlikely time and place. The Hongshan fails to conform neatly
to any present theory of the origin of complex society. A model of steady in situ evolution
involving prior tribes and chiefdoms in the same location is not appropriate, for sites claimed
as Hongshan antecedents are found some distance away, in the Chinese Dongbei to be sure, but

several hundred kilometers to the east, and mostly either in the Manchurian plain or the

Liaodong peninsula. A world system (Frank 1993) is unlikely, for the distances are too great

1 This paper is a revision of a paper presented at the 92nd Annual Meeting of the American
Anthropological Association in 1993.
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for the transport available. Neither an interaction sphere (Caldwell 1964) nor peer polity
interaction (Renfrew 1982) exactly describes the situation, because although there were other
contemporaneous complex societies arising in China, and farther away in Central Asia states
were also developing, evidence of interaction between Hongshan and these distant societies is
sporadic and/or ephemeral. Inspired by Ruth Tringham’s (1991) attempts to turn "faceless blobs"
into people, and George Cowgill’s (1993) distinguished lecture in which he suggested that we
underconceptualize the past, I would like to offer two perspectives - a macro perspective which
includes the wider region from Central Asia to the Korean peninsula, and a micro view that
focuses on Hongshan itself. First, however, it is necessary to provide a thumbnail sketch of the

Hongshan culture as it is now known.

The Hongshan Culture

The group of sites which comprise the Hongshan culture includes three kinds of sites:
various ceremonial precincts; large, complex and rich burials; and villages. The first of the
villages was discovered in 1908 (Torii 1938), and more were found in the 1920s (Andersson
1924) and 1930s (Hamada and Mizuno 1938), when most interest in these sites was focused on
the black-on-red painted pottery. The pottery was considered important as evidence of diffusion
from the Yangshao culture in the Hwang He valley, thus demonstrating the strength of the
nuclear area in China by the reach of its influence. However, the discovery of the Hongshan
ceremonial areas, which include nude female figurines and over-lifesize clay female statues,

2
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startlingly unChinese traits, made any simple notion of diffusion from the Zhongyuan
impossible. The Hongshan culture now needed to be considered on its own merits, as a separate
center of the creation of complex society. It is not seen, however, as unrelated to central China.
Liaoning archaeologists argue that the iconography of Hongshan jades and round and square
platform altars was handed down into the Shang dynasty.

An additional complicating factor in situating the Hongshan in a spatio-temporal
framework is that several features of Hongshan demonstrate continuity with earlier sites in
Liaoning province. For example, the majority of the pottery vessels is not painted, but follows
the rocker-stamped beaker tradition which had flourished in Liaoning continuously at least since
6000 B.C. (Fig. 2). This pottery tradition covered a wide territory, from the Peiligang and
Cishan cultures in Hebei province to the south of Hongshan and north to Jilin province, as well
as being arguably related to the Chulmun culture on the western side of the Korean peninsula
(Nelson 1990). Whether the inhabitants of these sites continued to be in touch with each other
through the millennia is unknown, but it seems unlikely that they were entirely cut off from
mutual contact. Exogamous village marriages and the search for non-local raw materials would
have necessitated the continuous operation of loose networks.

Furthermore, jade carving is found in all the Liaoning neolithic sites. At first the jade
products were exclusively in the form of ornaments, but by the time of the Houwa site (around
5000 B.C.) carved stone objects are obviously emblematic, because they follow specific patterns
and are pierced for hanging on a cord or attachment to clothing. There is arguably a continuity
between the annular slit earrings of Chahai in 6000 BC through crude slit-ring jades at
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Zuojiashan in Jilin province in perhaps 4500 BC, to the annular pig dragon emblems of
Hongshan (Fig. 3), thus suggesting continuity through time as well as over distance (Sun and
Guo 1984). Increasing cultural complexity accompanied the refinement of jades, for example
in differential dwelling sizes and increasing intensification of food production as demonstrated
at the site of Xinle.

These data, inadequate though they are to produce a full prehistory of the region, are
sufficient to establish that it would be incorrect to think of this region at any time as consisting
of isolated sites or even isolated "cultures," or groups of sites. While the precise mechanism
that tied them together is unknown, and for the moment perhaps is beyond reach, it seems that
some mechanism must have existed. Hongshan arose on the edge of a region that had been
developing and growing for millennia, and probably contained dense networks of paths through
the forests and across the rivers of Manchuria, connecting the known sites and others yet to be
discovered.

Hongshan villages, in fact, are not strikingly different from earlier village sites in this
region, which is the reason they were seen as unremarkable for so long. In the only area that
has been systematically surveyed, village sites occur about every ten kilometers on either side
of the Yingjin river. The sites contain evidence of the cultivation of millets and of pigs as
important domesticates, as had been established in this region for some time. However, two
innovations are important to note. A new tool in Hongshan sites provides an indication of
agricultural intensification at this time - the si, or stone plow (Fig. 4). It is interesting to note
that this type of tool was identified as a plow based on use marks, as early as 1927 (Nelson
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1927: 192). Cattle bones may be an indication of traction animals. Furthermore, sheep bones
appear, suggesting a mixed economy of herding and agriculture. It does not seem likely that
sheep were locally domesticated, as wild sheep are not known in this area. However, Hongshan
sites are on the edge of the Mongolian grasslands (Liaoning et al 1977). Given the presence
of sheep, it seems likely that the Hongshan inhabitants were in touch with Mongolian or Central
Asian sheep herders.

Few Hongshan houses have been excavated, but those which are known are square to
rectangular, with sides ranging from four to 12 meters. Even the largest buildings have only one
central hearth, but several different sets of tools and containers suggest multi-family dwellings
to the excavators. Villages are located on hill slopes above rivers, usually in sites of only one
to ‘two meters in depth (Guo, in press).

Although the villages were unremarkable, the ceremonial precincts must have been
impressive, as well as the large graves often found on hilltops. One large site is Niuheliang,
which includes a pair of buildings known as the "Goddess Temple," beside an enormous
platform edged with stones. In another location, a series of five huge stone structures are ranged
in a row, in addition to several other areas with tombs (Fang and Liu 1984). A recently
discovered earth pyramid, nine meters high and 40 meters in diameter, contains a layer of
crucibles near the top.

The Goddess Temple is 25 m long and varies from two to nine meters in width. It is
strangely shaped, with three lobes at one end and an asymmetrical extension at the other (Fig.
5). The few centimeters of footing that remain contain raised and painted designs in geometric
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patterns. Fragments of statues made of unbaked clay were found in the temple, including a life-
sized female face with green jade eyes (Fig. 6), a fragment with shoulder and breast, a human
ear three times life size, and a pig jaw (Sun and Guo 1986). The statues are thought to be
female because of the breast fragments, but no whole statue has been found or reconstructed.
Sherds of painted pottery cylinders were also found, and a fragment of an incense burner. An
oval building is placed at one end of the "temple," and the large platform at the other end
(Liaoning 1986).

Dongshanzui is the site of another ceremonial center which featured both round and
square platforms, with walls extending from them. Small nude female figurines were found at
this site (Fig. 7), and fragments of medium sized sitting figures, but no large statues. Although
a few everyday objects were found, they may relate to an earlier level of the site (Guo and
Zhang 1984). As at Niuheliang, no permanent population is in evidence in the area excavated
so far.

The burials demonstrate elites of at least two ranks. The highest ranking person in each
burial occupied an elaborate stone slab coffin in the center, enclosed by a stone platform.
Smaller burials range around the central burial, still under one mound. Between the central
burial and the others are rows of painted cylinders. The subsidiary graves include both bundle
burials and extended skeletons, containing up to six jade pieces (Fang and Wei 1986a, 1986b).

Although the village sites rarely contain jades, occasionally hilltop burials with jade
emblems are found near the villages. The jades were made in specific patterns, such as flat
turtles and birds with spread wings, the hoof- or cuff-shaped jades which may be hair-do
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holders, and three-dimensional "pig-dragons” - pig heads on smooth annular open rings (Sun
1984). These are thought to be emblems of rank.

No evidence of writing is found in the Hongshan culture, nor of warfare. However, both
the jade manufacture and the making and firing of perhaps 10,000 cylindrical painted vessels
(Guo, in press) suggest quite impressive craft organization. Intensive agriculture by a rather
dispersed population is unusual, and could indicate the growing of grains for long distance trade,
although there is no further evidence to support this inference. The jade itself is not local, and
must have been acquired from afar, perhaps as a result of that trade. Other indications of contact
with other peoples include the painted pottery, the presence of sheep and cattle, and perhaps the
cairn tombs, which are the first mounded stone tombs in this region. Recently evidence of
bronze use has begun to surface, in the form of molds and small copper fragments, including
a copper wire earring. A layer of crucible fragments near the top of the earth pyramid suggests

ritualized metal production.

Macro-theories

The presence of female figurines, copper, non-local jade, and painted pottery makes it
appropriate to consider possible connections with Central Asia. Intensification of both craft
production and agriculture suggest the possibility of trade. But the location of trade partners and
the mechanism of trade are still a "black box".

A provocative paper by Frank (1993) proposes a "world system" as early as the Bronze
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Age. Cycles are identified which affected Asia, Africa and Europe as well as Central Asia,
which appears to be the hub of the system. The beginning of these cycles is about 1700 BC,
too late for the Hongshan culture. The possibility of a core and a periphery on a large enough
scale to reach across Central Asia appears to be out of the question as early as 3500 B.C. On
the other hand, long distance connections did exist, and perhaps the possibility of contacts should
be entertained. Even down-the-line trade would have some consequences, but we do not know
about the density of settlements, if there were any at all, in the vast grasslands. Thus the
connections between Hongshan and Central Asia may have been direct. As much as Sinologists
would like to see China as completely sui generis, and as much as processual archaeology has
stressed that only ir situ development is appropriate to study the processes of change, it seems
undeniable that connections between north China and Central Asia had been established, and that
they could have beeen more than tentative and ephemeral. The Namazga culture (Kohl 1981)
is one possibility (Peng 1993). While it is inappropriate to propose a "world" system, since
neither side could be easily designated as core or periphery, nor is there any evidence of
dependency on either side, still, the manufacture of elite emblems out of non-local matterial must
have made the Hongshan elite to some extent dependent on their jade sources, especially since
the jades were buried with the dead and therefore regularly required replacement. Thus the level
of interaction had been ratcheted up a notch since the preceding Xinle culture, which found its
raw materials nearer to home.

The notions of peer polity interaction (Renfrew 1982) or cluster interaction (Price 1977)

are tempting to apply, but they seem to require polities more closely packed into the landscape
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than those of China in the fourth to third millennium BC. An interaction sphere, in the sense
that Caldwell (1964) meant for the Hopewell culture, does not require state-level polities. so
perhaps this more amorphous designation is the most appropriate, as Chang (1986:243) has also
suggested. But even an interaction sphere suggests regular and planned contact. Perhaps some
new term is needed for tenuous relationships stretching across enormous distances. It is possible
to hypothesize that exploratory parties from both sides met, the one looking for copper and the
other jade, but only gradually established regular connections. The process of finding each other
must have been stochastic, and the resulting ties easily broken. Fragile as a spider’s web, they
nevertheless existed, and need to be accounted for in our theories. They could be thought of

as stochastic trade.

Micro-theories

When the region of the Hongshan sites becomes the focus, rather than the ceremonial
centers, a different landscape emerges. The bulk of the population lived in small villages.
produced more grain than was needed for the size of the population, and also herded both pigs
and sheep to supply meat, leather or wool, bone for tool production, lard, and fertilizer for the
fields. In the villages, ordinary pottery was produced along with stone and bone tools for
everyday needs. Even in the villages, pottery manufacture may have required specialists. since
multi-chambered kilns have been found which would have required specialized knowledge

(Liaoning et al 1977).
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In unknown locations, possibly in the ceremonial centers, specialized crafting took place.
Jade working was carried out on a large scale, and huge numbers of painted bottomless vessels
had to be produced for funeral use. While the evidence of copper and bronze may belong to the
end of the Hongshan, this is an issue that is far from settled. Thus, at least three skilled
industries of jade carving, fine pottery production, and copper or bronze smelting were important
to maintain the system. At each end of the Goddess Temple there is a construction - an oval
building on one end and a large platform on the other - which might have been the locations of
some of these activities. Certainly the production of such a massive amount of painted cylinders
- an estimated 10,000 - would have required a large workforce to obtain the clay, process the
clay, shape the vessels, procure the materials for paints and manufacture them, and fire the
vessels. Given the difficulties of transporting these large and fragile vessels, it seems very likely
that they would have been produced near the graves into which they were placed. Some sherds
found on the platform strengthen this inference, but the area has yet to be excavated.

The location of production next to the temple could have sanctified these activities as
being in the service of the goddess, rather than as required by the elites. If more evidence of
craft production, in the form of jade chips or pottery waste or metal slag, should be found in
these locations, it would suggest that these industries were not only under the control of the elite,
but also sacralized by taking place within the sacred precincts of the goddess. It is interesting
to note that recent excavations have uncovered clay crucibles in a compact layer near the top of

an earth pyramid, again suggesting the sacralizing of craft production.
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Conclusion

The development of the Hongshan elite was based on both long distance connections and
local production. Because Hongshan occupied an ecotone between the grasslands of Mongolia
and the forests of Manchuria, the productive resources of both could be combined. The addition
of sheep and cattle to the previous millet and pig economy allowed the Hongshan elite to
expand, combining agriculture, herding, and long distance trade. The acquisition of high quality
jade from distant places allowed the elite to supervise the creation of emblems of high status
which were unavailable to the villagers and craftsmen. The mechanism by which the ordinary
people were induced to participate in the elite system, producing crafts for the use of the elite
and intensively farming the land with the effective but laborious stone plow, may have been an
ideological system that mystified their labor into the service of the goddess. The elite, too, may
have been perceived to be performing services for the goddess, rather than as exploiting part of
the population for their own goals. By sacralizing the jade, pottery, and metal, the elites created
a landscape of power that was centered on the Hongshan homelands, but also reached well

beyond it into the sources of jade.
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Fig. 3. Polished pendant from Zuojiashan, left, Hongshan pig-dragon, right.
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Fig. 4. Stone plow, Hongshan culture.
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Fig. 5. The goddess temple (22 x 8 m.) at Niuheliang. From Sun and Guo 1986.
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Fig. 7. Nude female figurines from Dongshanzui.

17



Previous Issues

Number | Date Author Title Pages
1 | Now. Victor H. Mair The Need for an Alphabetically 31
1986 University of Arranged General Usage
Pennsylvania Dictionary of Mandarin Chinese: A
Review Article of Some Recent
Dictionaries and Current
Lexicographical Projects
2 | Dec. Andrew Jones The Poetics of Uncertainty in Early 45
1986 Hiroshima Chinese Literature
3 | March | Victor H. Mair A Partial Bibliography for the iv, 214
1987 University of Study of Indian Influence on
Pennsylvania Chinese Popular Literature
4 | Now. Robert M. Sanders The Four Languages of “Mandarin” 14
1987 University of Hawaii
5 | Dec. Eric A. Havelock Chinese Characters and the Greek 4
1987 Vassar College Alphabet
6 | Jan. J. Marshall Unger Computers and Japanese Literacy: 13
1988 University of Hawaii Nihonzin no Yomikaki Noryoku to
Konpyuta
7 | Jan. Chang Tsung-tung Indo-European Vocabulary in Old i, 56
1988 Goethe-Universitdit Chinese
8 | Feb. various Reviews (I 11, 39
1988
9 | Dec. Soho Machida Life and Light, the Infinite: A 46
1988 Daitoku-ji, Kyoto Historical and Philological
Analysis of the Amida Cult
10 | June Pratoom Angurarohita Buddhist Influence on the Neo- 31
1989 Chulalongkorn University | Confucian Concept of the Sage
Bangkok
11 | July Edward Shaughnessy Western Cultural Innovations in 8
1989 University of Chicago China, 1200 BC



http://sino-platonic.org/complete/spp011_shang_china.pdf
http://sino-platonic.org/complete/spp011_shang_china.pdf
http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp010_buddhist_confucian_sage.pdf
http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp010_buddhist_confucian_sage.pdf
http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp009_amida_buddha.pdf
http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp009_amida_buddha.pdf
http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp009_amida_buddha.pdf
http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp008_chinese_book_reviews.pdf
http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp007_old_chinese.pdf
http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp007_old_chinese.pdf
http://sino-platonic.org/complete/spp006_japanese_literacy.pdf
http://sino-platonic.org/complete/spp006_japanese_literacy.pdf
http://sino-platonic.org/complete/spp006_japanese_literacy.pdf
http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp005_chinese_greek.pdf
http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp005_chinese_greek.pdf
http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp004_mandarin_chinese.pdf
http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp003_indian_chinese.pdf
http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp003_indian_chinese.pdf
http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp003_indian_chinese.pdf
http://sino-platonic.org/complete/spp001_chinese_dictionary.pdf
http://sino-platonic.org/complete/spp001_chinese_dictionary.pdf
http://sino-platonic.org/complete/spp001_chinese_dictionary.pdf

Previous Issues, cont.

Number | Date Author Title Pages
12 | Aug. Victor H. Mair The Contributions of T ang and 71
1989 University of Five Dynasties Transformation
Pennsylvania Texts (pien-wen) to Later Chinese
Popular Literature
13 | Oct. Jiaosheng Wang The Complete Ci-Poems of Li Xii,
1989 Shanghai Qingzhao: A New English 122
Translation
14 | Dec. various Reviews (II) 69
1989
15 | Jan. George Cardona On Attitudes Toward Language in 19
1990 University of Ancient India
Pennsylvania
16 | March | Victor H. Mair Three Brief Essays Concerning 16
1990 University of Chinese Tocharistan
Pennsylvania
17 | April Heather Peters Tattooed Faces and Stilt Houses: 28
1990 University Museum of Who Were the Ancient Yue?
Philadelphia
18 | May Victor H. Mair a. Two Non-Tetragraphic 28
1990 University of Northern Sinitic
Pennsylvania Languages
b. Implications of the
Soviet Dungan Script for
Chinese Language
Reform
¢c. Who Were the Gyami?
19 | June Bosat Man Backhill/Peking/Beijing 6
1990 Nalanda
20 | Oct. Victor H. Mair Introduction and Notes for a 68
1990 University of Translation of the Ma-wang-tui

Pennsylvania

MSS of the Lao Tzu
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21 | Dec. Philippa Jane Benson Two Cross-Cultural Studies on 9,13
1990 Carnegie Mellon Reading Theory
University
22 | March | David Moser Slips of the Tongue and Pen in 45
1991 University of Michigan Chinese
23 | April Victor H. Mair Tracks of the Tao, Semantics of 10
1991 University of Zen
Pennsylvania
24 | Aug. David A. Utz Language, Writing, and Tradition in 24
1991 University of Iran
Pennsylvania
25 | Aug. Jean DeBernardi Linguistic Nationalism: The Case 22 +3
1991 University of Alberta of Southern Min figs.
26 | Sept. JAO Tsung-i Questions on the Origins of Writing 10
1991 Chinese University of Raised by the Silk Road
Hong Kong
27 | Aug. Victor H. Mair, ed. Schriftfestschrift: Essays in Honor_ | ix, 245
1991 University of of John DeFrancis on His Eightieth
Pennsylvania Birthday
28 | Sept. ZHOU Youguang The Family of Chinese Character- 11
1991 State Language Type Scripts (Twenty Members and _
Commission, Peking Four Stages of Development)
29 | Sept. Victor H. Mair What Is a Chinese 31
1991 University of “Dialect/Topolect”? Reflections on
Pennsylvania Some Key Sino-English Linguistic
Terms
30 | Oct. M. V. Sofronov Chinese Philology and the Scripts 10
1991 Institute of Far Eastern of Central Asia
Studies, Academy of
Sciences, Moscow
31 | Oct. various Reviews (111 68

1991
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32 | Aug. David McCraw How the Chinawoman Lost Her 27
1992 University of Hawaii Voice
33 | Sept. FENG Lide and Kevin Interethnic Contact on the Inner 34
1992 Stuart Asian Frontier: The Gangou People
Chuankou No. 1 Middle of Minhe County, Qinghai
School and Qinghai
Education College
34 | Oct. Victor H. Mair 1. Two Papers on 13
1992 University of Sinolinguistics
Pennsylvania 2. A Hypothesis
Concerning the Origin of
the Term fangie
(“Countertomy”)
3. East Asian Round-Trip
Words
35 | Now. Victor H. Mair Reviews (IV) 37
1992 University of
Pennsylvania
with an added note by
Edwin G. Pulleyblank
36 | Feb. XU Wenkan Hanyu Wailaici de Yuyuan 13
1993 Hanyu Da Cidian editorial | Kaozheng he Cidian Bianzuan
offices, Shanghai (Philological Research on the
Etymology of Loanwords in Sinitic
and Dictionary Compilation)
37 | March | Tanya Storch Chinese Buddhist Historiography 16
1993 University of New Mexico | and Orality
38 | April Victor H. Mair The Linguistic and Textual 95
1993 University of Antecedents of The Sutra of the
Pennsylvania Wise and the Foolish
39 | Aug. Jordan Paper A Material Case for a Late Bering 17
1993 York University Strait Crossing Coincident with

Pre-Columbian Trans-Pacific
Crossings



http://sino-platonic.org/complete/spp036_chinese_loanwords.pdf
http://sino-platonic.org/complete/spp036_chinese_loanwords.pdf
http://sino-platonic.org/complete/spp036_chinese_loanwords.pdf
http://www.sino-platonic.org/complete/spp035_reviews.pdf
http://sino-platonic.org/complete/spp033_gangou_qinghai.pdf
http://sino-platonic.org/complete/spp033_gangou_qinghai.pdf
http://sino-platonic.org/complete/spp033_gangou_qinghai.pdf

Previous Issues, cont.

Number | Date Author Title Pages
40 | Sept. Michael Carr Tiao-Fish through Chinese 68
1993 Center for Language Dictionaries
Studies, Otaru University
of Commerce
41 | Oct. Paul Goldin Miching Mallecho: The Zhanguo 27
1993 Harvard University ce and Classical Rhetoric
42 | Nov. Renchin-Jashe Yulshul Kham Tibetan Language Materials 39
1993 Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecture, Kokonor
(Oinghai)
and Kevin Stuart
Institute of Foreign
Languages, Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia
43 | Dec. MA Quanlin, MA Salar Language Materials 72
1993 Wanxiang, and MA
Zhicheng
Xining
Edited by Kevin Stuart
Kokonor
44 | Jan. Dolkun Kamberi The Three Thousand Year Old 15
1994 Columbia University Charchan Man Preserved at
Zaghunluq
45 | May Mark Hansell The Sino-Alphabet: The 28
1994 Carleton College Assimilation of Roman Letters into
the Chinese Writing System
46 | July various Reviews (V) 2,155
1994
47 | Aug. Robert S. Bauer Sino-Tibetan *kolo “Wheel” 11
1994 Mabhidol University Salaya
Nakornpathom, Thailand
48 | Sept. Victor H. Mair Introduction and Notes for a XXX1V,
1994 University of Complete Translation of the 110
Pennsylvania Chuang Tzu
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49 | Oct. Ludo Rocher Orality and Textuality in the Indian 28
1994 University of Context
Pennsylvania
50 | Now. YIN Binyong Diyi ge Lading Zimu de Hanyu 7
1994 State Language Pinyin Fang’an Shi Zenyang
Commission and Institute | Chansheng de? [How Was the First
for Applied Linguistics Romanized Spelling System for
(Chinese Academy of Sinitic Produced?]
Social Sciences)
51 | Now. HAN Kangxin The Study of Ancient Human 9+4
1994 Institute of Archeology Skeletons from Xinjiang, China figs.
Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences
52 | Now. Warren A. Shibles Chinese Romanization Systems: 20
1994 University of Wisconsin IPA Transliteration
Whitewater
53 | Now. XU Wenkan Guanyu Tuhuoluoren de Qiyuan he 11
1994 Editorial Offices of the Qianxi Wenti [On the Problem of
Hanyu Da Cidian the Origins and Migrations of the
Shanghai Tocharians]
54 | Now. Ujiyediin Chuluu Introduction, Grammar, and 34
1994 (Chaolu Wu) Sample Sentences for Jegiin Yogur
University of Toronto
55 | Now. Ujiyediin Chuluu Introduction, Grammar, and 34
1994 (Chaolu Wu) Sample Sentences for Dongxiang
University of Toronto
56 | Now. Ujiyediin Chuluu Introduction, Grammar, and 36
1994 (Chaolu Wu) Sample Sentences for Dagur
University of Toronto
57 | Now. Ujiyediin Chuluu Introduction, Grammar, and 31
1994 (Chaolu Wu) Sample Sentences for Monguor

University of Toronto
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58 | Now. Ujiyediin Chuluu Introduction, Grammar, and 28
1994 (Chaolu Wu) Sample Sentences for Baoan
University of Toronto
59 | Dec. Kevin Stuart China’s Monguor Minority: il
1994 Qinghai Junior Teachers Ethnography and Folktales 193
College;
Limusishiden
Qinghai Medical College
Attached Hospital, Xining,
Kokonor (Qinghai)
60 | Dec. Kevin Stuart, Li China’s Dagur Minority: Society, vii,
1994 Xuewei, and Shelear Shamanism, and Folklore 167
Qinghai Junior Teachers
College, Xining, Kokonor
(Qinghai)
61 | Dec. Kevin Stuart and Li Tales from China’s Forest Hunters: v, 59
1994 Xuewei Orogen Folktales
Qinghai Junior Teachers
College, Xining, Kokonor
(QOinghai)
62 | Dec. William C. Hannas Reflections on the “Unity” of 5
1994 Georgetown University Spoken and Written Chinese and
Academic Learning in China
63 | Dec. Sarah M. Nelson The Development of Complexity in 17
1994 University of Denver Prehistoric North China
64 | Jan. Arne Ostmoe A Germanic-Tai Linguistic Puzzle 81,6
1995 Bangkok, Thailand, and
Drobak, Norway
65 | Feb. Penglin Wang Indo-European Loanwords in 28
1995 Chinese University of Altaic
Hong Kong
66 | March | ZHU Qingzhi Some Linguistic Evidence for Early 7
1995 Sichuan University and Cultural Exchange Between China

Peking University

and India
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67 | April David McCraw Pursuing Zhuangzi as a 38
1995 University of Hawaii Rhymemaster: A Snark-Hunt in
Eight Fits
68 | May Ke Peng, Yanshi Zhu New Research on the Origin of i, 26
1995 University of Chicago and | Cowries Used in Ancient China
Tokyo, Japan
69 | Jan. Dpal-ldan-bkra-shis, Language Materials of China’s xi, 266
1996 Keith Slater, et al. Monguor Minority: Huzhu
Qinghai, Santa Barbara, Mongghul and Minhe Mangghuer
etc.
70 | Feb. David Utz, Xinru Liu, Reviews VI 93
1996 Taylor Carman, Bryan Van
Norden, and the Editor
Philadelphia, Vassar, etc.
71 | March | Erik Ziircher Vernacularisms in Medieval 31+
1996 Leiden University Chinese Texts 11+8
Seishi Karashima
Soka University
Huanming Qin
Tang Studies Hotline
72 | May E. Bruce Brooks The Life and Mentorship of 44
1996 University of Confucius
Massachusetts
73 | June ZHANG Juan, et al., Blue Cloth and Pearl Deer; Yogur 1, 76
1996 and Kevin Stuart Folklore
Qinghai, Inner Mongolia,
Shanxi, Henan, Liaoning
74 | Jan. David Moser Covert Sexism in Mandarin 23
1997 University of Michigan & | Chinese
Beijing Foreign Studies
University
75 | Feb. Haun Saussy The Prestige of Writing: Wen?, 40
1997 Stanford University Letter, Picture, Image, Ideography
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76 | Feb. Patricia Eichenbaum The Evolution of the Symbolism of 28
1997 Karetzky the Paradise of the Buddha of
Bard College Infinite Life and Its Western
Origins
77 | Jan. Daniel Hsieh The Origin and Nature of the 49
1998 Purdue University “Nineteen Old Poems”
78 | Feb. Narsu Practical Mongolian Sentences iii + 49
1998 Inner Mongolia College of | (With English Translation) +1i1 +
Agriculture & Animal 66
Husbandry
Kevin Stuart
Qinghai Junior Teachers’
College
79 | March | Dennis Grafflin A Southeast Asian Voice in the 8
1998 Bates College Daodejing?
80 | July Taishan Yu A Study of Saka History i +
1998 Chinese Academy of 225
Social Sciences
81 | Sept. Hera S. Walker Indigenous or Foreign?: A Look at v+
1998 Ursinus College the Origins of the Monkey Hero 110
(Philadelphia) Sun Wukong
82 | Sept. I. S. Gurevich A Fragment of a pien-wen(?) 15
1998 Russian Academy of Related to the Cycle “On Buddha’s
Sciences Life”
83 | Oct. Minglang Zhou Tense/Aspect markers in Mandarin 20
1998 University of Colorado at | and Xiang dialects, and their
Boulder contact
84 | Oct. UIf Jager The New Old Mummies from 9
1998 Gronau/Westfalen, Eastern Central Asia: Ancestors of
Germany the Tocharian Knights Depicted on

the Buddhist Wallpaintings of
Kucha and Turfan? Some
Circumstantial Evidence
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85 | Oct. Mariko Namba Walter Tokharian Buddhism in Kucha: 30
1998 University of New Buddhism of Indo-European
England Centum Speakers in Chinese
Turkestan before the 10th Century
C.E.
86 | Oct. Jidong Yang Siba: Bronze Age Culture of the 18
1998 University of Gansu Corridor
Pennsylvania
87 | Nov. Victor H. Mair Canine Conundrums: Eurasian Dog 74
1998 University of Ancestor Myths in Historical and
Pennsylvania Ethnic Perspective
88 | Dec. Saroj Kumar Chaudhuri | Siddham in China and Japan 9, 124
1998 Aichi Gakusen University
89 | Jan. Alvin Lin Writing Taiwanese: The 4 +41
1999 Yale University Development of Modern Written +4
Taiwanese
90 | Jan. Victor H. Mair et al Reviews VII [including review of 2,38
1999 The Original Analects]
91 | Jan. Victor H. Mair Phonosymbolism or Etymology: 28
1999 University of The Case of the Verb “Cop”
Pennsylvania
92 | Jan. Christine Louise Lin The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan | xiii +
1999 Dartmouth College and the Advocacy of Local 136
Autonomy
93 | Jan. David S. Nivison The Key to the Chronology of the iv + 68
1999 Stanford University Three Dynasties: The “Modern
Text” Bamboo Annals
94 | March | Julie Lee Wei Correspondence Between the 65+6
1999 Hoover Institute Chinese Calendar Signs and the

Phoenician Alphabet
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95 | May Victor H. Mair A Medieval, Central Asian 27
1999 University of Buddhist Theme in a Late Ming
Pennsylvania Taoist Tale by Feng Meng-lung
96 | June E. Bruce Brooks Alexandrian Motifs in Chinese 14
1999 University of Texts
Massachusetts
97 | Dec. LI Shuicheng Sino-Western Contact in the iv, 29
1999 Peking University Second Millennium BC
98 | Jan. Peter Daniels, Daniel Reviews VIII 108
2000 Boucher, and other
authors
99 | Feb. Anthony Barbieri-Low | Wheeled Vehicles in the Chinese v, 98 +
2000 Princeton University Bronze Age (c. 2000-741 BC) 5 color
plates
100 | Feb. Wayne Alt Zhuangzi, Mysticism, and the 29
2000 Community College of Rejection of Distinctions
Baltimore County (Essex)
101 | March | C. Michele Thompson The Viét Peoples and the Origins of | 71, 1
2000 South Connecticut State Nom
University
102 | March | Theresa Jen Penless Chinese Character 15
2000 Bryn Mawr College Reproduction
Ping Xu
Baruch College
103 | June Carrie E. Reid Early Chinese Tattoo 52
2000 Middlebury College
104 | July David W. Pankenier Popular Astrology and Border 19+1
2000 Lehigh University Affairs in Early China color
plate
105 | Aug. Anne Birrell Postmodernist Theory in Recent 31
2000 Cambridge University Studies of Chinese Literature
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106 | Sept. Yu Taishan A Hypothesis about the Sources of i, 3,
2000 Chinese Academy of the Sai Tribes 200
Social Sciences
107 | Sept. Jacques deLisle, Reviews IX 148 +
2000 Adelheid E. Krohne, map
and the editor
108 | Sept. Ruth H. Chang Understanding Di and Tian: Deity vii, 54
2000 University of and Heaven From Shang to Tang
Pennsylvania
109 | Oct. Conan Dean Carey In Hell the One without Sin is Lord | 1ii, 60
2000 Stanford University
110 | Oct. Toh Hoong Teik Shaykh 'Alam: The Emperor of 20
2000 Harvard University Early Sixteenth-Century China
111 | Now. Victor H. Mair The Need for a New Era 10
2000 University of
Pennsylvania
112 | July Victor H. Mair Notes on the Anau Inscription xi, 93
2001 University of
Pennsylvania
113 | Aug. Ray Collins Etymology of the Word 18
2001 Chepachet, RI “Macrobiotic:s” and Its Use in
David Kerr Modern Chinese Scholarship
Melbourne, FL
114 | March | Ramnath Subbaraman Beyond the Question of the 35
2002 University of Chicago Monkey Imposter: Indian Influence
on the Chinese Novel, The Journey
to the West
115 | April ZHOU Jixu Correspondences of Basic Words 8
2002 Sichuan Normal Between Old Chinese and Proto-

University

Indo-European
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116 | May LIU Yongquan On the Problem of Chinese 13
2002 Institute of Linguistics, Lettered Words
Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences
117 | May SHANG Weli Baihua, Guanhua, Fangyan and the 10
2002 Columbia University May Fourth Reading of Rulin
Waishi
118 | June Justine T. Snow Evidence for the Indo-European i, 75,
2002 Port Townsend, WA Origin of Two Ancient Chinese 1
Deities color,
1 b-w
print
119 | July WU Zhen “Hu” Non-Chinese as They Appear 21,5
2002 Xinjiang Museum, in the Materials from the Astana figs.
Uriimchi Graveyard at Turfan
120 | July Anne Birrell Female-Gendered Myth in the 47
2002 University of Cambridge, Classic of Mountains and Seas
Clare Hall
121 | July Mark Edward Lewis Dicing and Divination in Early 22,7
2002 Stanford University China figs.
122 | July Julie Wilensky The Magical Kunlun and “Devil 51,3
2002 Yale Univesity Slaves”: Chinese Perceptions of figs.
Dark-skinned People and Africa
before 1500
123 | Aug. Paul R. Goldin and the Reviews X 30
2002 editor
124 | August | Fredrik T. Hiebert The Context of the Anau Seal 1-34
2002 University of
Pennsylvania 35-47

John Colarusso
McMaster University

Remarks on the Anau and Niya
Seals
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125 | July ZHOU Jixu Correspondences of Cultural Words 19
2003 Sichuan Normal between Old Chinese and Proto-
University Indo-European
Shanghai Normal
University
126 | Aug. Tim Miller A Southern Min Word in the Tsu- 14
2003 University of Washington t’ang chi
127 | Oct. Sundeep S. Jhutti The Getes 125, 8
2003 Petaluma, California color
plates
128 | Nov. Yinpo Tschang On Proto-Shang 18
2003 New York City
129 | Dec. Michael Witzel Linguistic Evidence for Cultural 70
2003 Harvard University Exchange in Prehistoric Western
Central Asia
130 | Feb. Bede Fahey Mayan: A Sino-Tibetan Language? 61
2004 Fort St. John, British A Comparative Study
Columbia
131 | March | Taishan Yu A History of the Relationship 1,3,
2004 Chinese Academy of between the Western and Eastern 352
Social Sciences Han, Wei, Jin, Northern and
Southern Dynasties and the
Western Regions
132 | April Kim Hayes On the Presence of Non-Chinese at 11
2004 Sydney Anyang
133 | April John L. Sorenson Scientific Evidence for Pre- 48,
2004 Brigham Young University | Columbian Transoceanic Voyages 166,
Carl L. Johannessen CD-ROM 19, 15
University of Oregon plates
134 | May Xieyan Hincha Two Steps Toward Digraphia in 1,22
2004 Neumdidewitz, Germany China
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135 | May John J. Emerson The Secret History of the Mongols 21
2004 Portland, Oregon and Western Literature
136 | May Serge Papillon Influences tokhariennes sur la 47
2004 Mouvaux, France and mythologie chinoise
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
137 | June Hoong Teik Toh Some Classical Malay Materials for 64
2004 Harvard University the Study of the Chinese Novel
Journey to the West
138 | June Julie Lee Wei Dogs and Cats: Lessons from 17
2004 San Jose and London Learning Chinese
139 | June Taishan Yu A Hypothesis on the Origin of the 20
2004 Chinese Academy of Yu State
Social Sciences
140 | June Yinpo Tschang Shih and Zong: Social Organization 28
2004 New York City in Bronze Age China
141 | July Yinpo Tschang Chaos in Heaven: On the Calendars 30
2004 New York City of Preclassical China
142 | July Katheryn Linduff, ed. Silk Road Exchange in China 64
2004 University of Pittsburgh
143 | July Victor H. Mair Sleep in Dream: Soporific 99
2004 University of Responses to Depression in Story
Pennsylvania of the Stone
144 | July RONG Xinjiang Land Route or Sea Route? 32
2004 Peking University Commentary on the Study of the
Paths of Transmission and Areas in
which Buddhism Was
Disseminated during the Han
Period
145 | Aug. the editor Reviews XI 2,41

2004
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146 | Feb. Hoong Teik Toh The -yu Ending in Xiongnu, 24
2005 Academia Sinica Xianbei, and Gaoju Onomastica
147 | March | Hoong Teik Toh Ch. Qiong ~ Tib. Khyung; Taoism 18
2005 Academia Sinica ~ Bonpo -- Some Questions
Related to Early Ethno-Religious
History in Sichuan
148 | April Lucas Christopoulos Le gréco-bouddhisme et I’art du 52
2005 Beijing Sports University poing en Chine
149 | May Kimberly S. Te Winkle A Sacred Trinity: God, Mountain, 11, 103
2005 University College, and Bird: Cultic Practices of the (41 in
London Bronze Age Chengdu Plain color)
150 | May Dolkun Kamberi Uyghurs and Uyghur Identity 44
2005 Washington, DC
151 | June Jane Jia SI The Genealogy of Dictionaries: 44, 4
2005 University of Producers, Literary Audience, and tables
Pennsylvania the Circulation of English Texts in
the Treaty Port of Shanghai
152 | June Denis Mair The Dance of Qian and Kun in the 13,2
2005 Seattle Zhouyi figs.
153 | July Alan Piper The Mysterious Origins of the 17
2005 London (UK) Word “Marihuana”
154 | July Serge Papillon Mythologie sino-européenne 174, 1
2005 Belfort, France plate
155 | July Denis Mair Janus-Like Concepts in the Li and 8
2005 Seattle Kun Trigrams
156 | July Abolgasem Esmailpour | Manichean Gnosis and Creation 157
2005 Shahid Beheshti
University, Tehran
157 | Aug. Ralph D. Sawyer Paradoxical Coexistence of 13
2005 Independent Scholar Prognostication and Warfare
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158 | Aug. Mark Edward Lewis Writings on Warfare Found in 15
2005 Stanford University Ancient Chinese Tombs
159 | Aug. Jens Ostergaard The Zuozhuan Account of the 47
2005 Petersen Death of King Zhao of Chu and Its
University of Copenhagen | Sources
160 | Sept. Matteo Compareti Literary Evidence for the 14
2005 Venice Identification of Some Common
Scenes in Han Funerary Art
161 | Sept. Julie Lee Wei The Names of the Yi Jing Trigrams: 18
2005 London An Inquiry into Their Linguistic
Origins
162 | Sept. Julie Lee Wei Counting and Knotting: 71,
2005 London Correspondences between Old map
Chinese and Indo-European
163 | Oct. Julie Lee Wei Huangdi and Huntun (the Yellow 44
2005 London Emperor and Wonton): A New
Hypothesis on Some Figures in
Chinese Mythology
164 | Oct. Julie Lee Wei Shang and Zhou: An Inquiry into 62
2005 London the Linguistic Origins of Two
Dynastic Names
165 | Oct. Julie Lee Wei DAO and DE: An Inquiry into the 51
2005 London Linguistic Origins of Some Terms
in Chinese Philosophy and
Morality
166 | Nov. Julie Lee Wei Reviews XII 1, 63
2005 London
Hodong Kim

Seoul National University
and David Selvia and
the Editor

both of the University of
Pennsylvania
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167 | Dec. ZHOU lJixu Old Chinese '7I; *tees' and Proto- 17
2005 Sichuan Normal Indo-European “*deus”: Similarity
University in Religious Ideas and a Common
Source in Linguistics
168 | Dec. Judith A. Lerner Aspects of Assimilation: the 51,v,9
2005 New York City Funerary Practices and Furnishings | plates
of Central Asians in China
169 | Jan. Victor H. Mair Conversion Tables for the Three- 1,284
2006 University of Volume Edition of the Hanyu Da
Pennsylvania Cidian
170 | Feb. Amber R. Woodward Learning English, Losing Face, and 18
2006 University of Taking Over: The Method (or
Pennsylvania Madness) of Li Yang and His Crazy

English
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Oct.
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Nov.
2006

John DeFrancis
University of Hawaii

Deborah Beaser

Taishan Yu
Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences

Mariko Namba Walter

The Prospects for Chinese Writing
Reform

The Outlook for Taiwanese
Language Preservation

A Study of the History of the
Relationship Between the Western
and Eastern Han, Wei, Jin,
Northern and Southern Dynasties
and the Western Regions

Sogdians and Buddhism

26,3
figs.
18

167

65
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175 | Dec. Zhou Jixu The Rise of Agricultural 38
2006 Center for East Asian Civilization in China: The
Studies, University of Disparity between Archeological
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